February 23, 2010
Dear 8th Grade Students and Parents/Guardians,

The 8th grade teachers are planning end-of-year activities for 8th grade students.  More details, including a call out for parent volunteers, will be coming from the team.  At this time, we want to share some of the important information, so that you can assist your child in getting prepared for the end-of-year activities.

The activities include an “8th Grade Awards” program at the Bowie Center for the Performing Arts, an “8th Grade Recognition” program, a special field trip, and an “8th Grade Dance” at a location in Bowie.  

There will be a cost for the field trip and dance.  There are criteria that must be met and rules that must be followed in order to participate in these events.  Following are the criteria for participation: 

1. Students should exhibit academic success; thus demonstrating responsibility for their learning.

2. As of Tuesday, February 23, 2010, students may not receive a Pupil Discipline Referral (“PS-74”), a 5-Step Plan, or any type of issues that require administrative intervention.  
3. Students must have zero (0) “In School” suspensions, zero (0) “Out of School” suspensions, zero (0) Administrative a.m. detentions, and/or zero (0) lunch detentions, from Tuesday, February 23, 2010, until the days of the activities.

4. Excessive (three or more), unexcused tardies to any class starting Tuesday, February 23, 2010, will also lead to that student’s exclusion.
Students, parents/guardians, please assist us by discussing this letter and the expectations described.  As we are already in the third quarter of the school year, all students are well aware of the expectations and the County Code of Student Conduct.  These planned activities are an ending and beginning phase as your child moves on through life.  
Sincerely,
The 8th Grade Team

*Please complete the bottom, detach from the above letter and return to your student’s homeroom teacher on the next school day.

________________________________

_____________________________

Student Name





Student Signature
________________________________________________

Homeroom Teacher

________________________________________________

____________________________________________
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name




Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information (Phone Numbers, email  address)

“A Moment In Time”
May 13, 2009

Dear 8th Grade Students and Parents/Guardians,

The 8th grade dance is a memorable event for students.  Following is information concerning the dance.
Event: The 8th Grade Dance

Date:  Thursday, June 11, 2009

Place:  Boswell Hall, Route 3/301, Bowie, Maryland

Time:  7 p.m. until 10 p.m.

Dress:  Dressy Casual

Cost:  $20.00

The dance is a fun event for the students.  There are some criteria that must be followed for students to be eligible to attend.  
1. Students must have met any financial obligations owed to the county.  This includes paying for damaged, lost, stolen or misplaced books and textbooks, locks, and supplies.
2. Students may not receive a PS-74 (Pupil Discipline Referral), In-School suspension, Out-of-School suspension, or Administrative A.M. detention, beginning Wednesday, May 6, 2009.  Students already on long-term suspension and expulsion are disqualified.  Other discipline issues will be dealt with by the administration on a case by case basis. 

3. Students may not have more than five (5) unexcused tardies to classes.

4. Students must be present when attendance is taken on the day of the dance.

The dance is a special event, but there are other guidelines that must be followed.  Since the event is off school grounds, students are expected to act appropriately, representing themselves, their parents/guardians, and Benjamin Tasker Middle School, well.  Any inappropriate behaviors will be handled following the Prince Georges Code of Student Conduct.

The dance is for 8th grade students of Benjamin Tasker Middle School.  Students from other grades and other schools are not permitted to attend.  Students may only purchase one ticket.  The attached permission slip must be returned when ticket purchase is made.

Although this is not a prom, this is a special event.  Young ladies are expected to dress in a manner that is not too revealing or suggestive.  Casual and dressy attire, including dresses, tops, skirts or slacks are appropriate.  Follow the fingertip rule for length and midsections must be covered.  A shawl, sweater or jacket is a great accessory for spaghetti straps.  Young men should dress in casual to dressy attire.  Nice shirts, slacks, or suits are acceptable.  Athletic shoes, shorts, jeans, and/or t-shirts are not acceptable.
Parents and guardians are welcomed and encouraged to chaperone. Parent chaperones do not need a ticket.  As the school year ends, excitement builds, ending one phase in their young lives, and moving into the next phase.  This is a memorable event, so get ready to enjoy.  Please complete the bottom portion of this letter, and return with payment for admission to the dance.  Tickets will go on sale beginning Monday, May 18, 2009. 
We look forward to seeing you there.

Sincerely,  
The 8th Grade Team





Principal
“A Moment in Time”

Benjamin Tasker Middle School

8th Grade Dance

Thursday, June 11, 2009
We, (student and parent/guardian), have read the attached letter and understand the criteria and guidelines that must be followed in order to be eligible to participate in the 8th grade dance.  We agree to these conditions and will have a great time at the dance.

Student Name (printed) __________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature _______________________________________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name (printed) ___________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________________________________________

Parent contact information _______________________________________________________________________

Yes I would like to Chaperone the dance ______________________________________________
Type of Payment (cash or check) _____________________________________________________

Ticket #  (will be filled in when purchased) __________________________________________ 

