Outstanding Essay Criteria

Critical Thinking: The essay effectively and insightfully develops a position on the subject that is supported by clearly relevant examples, evidence, and logic. The writer uses excellent critical thinking, and the central idea is clearly defined and developed.

Organization: The essay is well organized and stays focused on the topic. Ideas are logically and clearly developed, and paragraphs are carefully constructed and organized. The essay is a unified presentation of the thesis and has a clear introduction, body and conclusion.

Use of Language: The writer has versatility and mastery in use of language and a comprehensive vocabulary. Words are well chosen, and transitional devices create a smooth flow from sentence to sentence.

Sentence Structure: The writer uses variety in sentence structure to enhance communication.

Usage and Grammar: The essay has very few if any errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. Accepted conventions are followed.
Rhetorical Stances

· Narrate- Tell me a story, recreate an experience

· Describe- Tell how someone or something appeared

· Define- Clarify or explain the meaning of a term

· Explain- Prove a point by providing examples or reasons

· Analyze- Break something down into component parts

· Classify– Divide a large complex set of things into smaller groups and identify each group

· Compare– Measure one thing against another similar thing or something new to something older and familiar

· Argue– Use logic and evidence to prove something is true 
Writing the lead paragraph clarifies your thinking and points the way for your reader

· You want to spark the readers interest and set the tone of the essay

· The opening paragraph should include one of these

· A funny story or dramatic statement

· A thought provoking question

· A fitting quotation

· A small taste of the conclusion

· List your main points

· Have an unexpected angle your reader hasn’t seen. 

