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	Important Dates
	

	10/6 Dr. Hite State of System Address 6:30
	10/15 PreK & K Puppet Show

	10/6 Progress Reports Distributed
	10/16 No School – MSTA Convention

	10/7 PTA Family Reading/Testing Night 7:00
	10/19-23 Book Fair

	10/8 Flu Shots for Adults at Marlton
	10/19 & 20 OLSAT Gr. 1

	10/12-15 & 19 Formative Assessments Gr. 3 - 6
	10/22 McDonald’s Night 4-7 pm (by Food Lion)

	10/12 Men Make  A Difference Day 7:45 – 12:30
	10/23 PTA Skate Night  


Dear Parents,


Progress reports for the first quarter will be distributed on Tuesday, 10/6.  Every child receives a progress report as it is important for you to see how well your child is succeeding in school.  You are encouraged to contact your child’s teacher to discuss the report.  If your child has a grade of “C” or lower, it is imperative that you work with your teacher to identify the problem and help your child raise the grade.  Parents should visit the Parent Portal to examine their child’s grades.  Grades for class work, homework and tests are published on the site.  Many teachers offer students the opportunity to make corrections on class work, and return it to the teacher to be graded again. Surprisingly, many students do not take advantage of this opportunity.  However, a push from their parents may help them realize the importance of making corrections in order to learn exactly how to respond to the questions and also, to improve their grade.  Teachers have raised a concern that students are not completing their homework.  Homework is the child’s opportunity to practice the skills taught in class or review skills taught earlier in the quarter.  This practice is important because our curriculum is fast paced.  Students need to spend time every night completing their homework in order to be prepared for the upcoming lesson.  Please check your child’s agenda book nightly, examine their completed homework and sign the agenda book.  This communication will help the teacher know that you have seen the homework and are satisfied with your child’s completion of the work.
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State of the System – You are cordially invited to attend the State of the System Address presented by Dr. William Hite on Tuesday, 10/6, 6:30 p.m., at Dr. Henry A.Wise High School, 12650 Brooke Lane, Upper Marlboro, MD  20772.

PTA Family Reading/Testing Night – We are pleased to offer the Family Reading/Testing Night on Wednesday, 10/7 from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Families of primary students will focus on several reading strategies that you should use at home when reading with your child.  Families of students in grades 3 – 6 will focus on the Maryland School Assessment (MSA).  Learn about selected response items and how to respond to a Brief Constructed Response (BCR).  The PTA will sell pizza and soda from 6:30 to 6:55 p.m. to relieve the dinner rush at home.

Men Make a Difference Day – Fathers and men involved with our students are invited to visit our school on Monday, 10/12, from 7:45 – 12:30.  Men will write a special message on our wall and spend time in their child’s classroom sitting with them while they are learning.  You will be proud of your child’s performance and your attendance will encourage your child to do their best.

Formative Assessment System Test (FAST) – The reading and math assessment will be completed by students in grades 3 – 6.  Students in grade 5 will also complete an assessment in science.  The assessment covers concepts taught during 08-09 fourth quarter and half of first quarter of this year.  Attendance is important and a well-rested student that has had a balanced breakfast will be prepared for the assessment.  

OLSAT Tests – The first grade students will complete the Otis Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT) on 10/19 & 20.  Make sure your child gets to bed early in order to be well rested and eats a healthy breakfast.  On time arrival is important as the test is administered in the morning.  (The third grade OLSAT has been rescheduled for 10/26 & 27.)

Book Fair – The PTA is offering students the opportunity to visit the Book Fair from 10/19 – 23.  Every child will be given the chance to examine the items for sale, discuss the interesting items with their parents, and make purchases later in the week.  The Book Fair will be open on Friday night, 10/23, before the Skate Night.

NURSE NOTES

Adult Flu Shots - Southern Maryland Hospital is coming to our school, on October 8th 2009 from 8 am-1 pm, to administer regular seasonal flu shots.  This is open to the Marlton Staff and the Marlton adult community.   No appointments are necessary and the cost is $15-$20.  If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Bishop. (301) 952-7780

Mobile Dentists – Mobile Dentists will be at Marlton on November 2, 2009.  If you want your child to be seen by the dentist you must send in the permission slip to Mrs. Bishop as soon as possible.   There will not be any make up days, therefore, children that are scheduled to see the dentist need to be in school that day. 

FLU MIST - Please be advised that we will NOT be conducting Flu Mist clinics for seasonal flu at this time. Permission slips will be held and more information will follow.  The Health Department will be offering H1N1 flu mist to our students. If you have any questions, 

ask Mrs. Bishop.

Lyme Disease – Parents, please check your children for ticks when they come in from playing outside.  Deer ticks are the carriers of Lyme’s Disease.  They are the size of a pencil point.  If your child has any of the following symptoms, consult with his/her pediatrician:  First Stage- round red bulls-eye rash at the site of the tick bite and possible flu-like symptoms.  Second Stage- possible joint, bone and muscle aching that comes and goes, fever and chills, facial weakness, headache and neck pain.  Third Stage- may occur months to years later with chronic arthritis.  Patients may not always have any of the stages or skip stages.  Lyme’s disease can be cured and stopped if diagnosed in the early stages. 

McDonald’s Night – Mark your calendar for dinner out on Thursday, 10/22 from 4:00 -7:00 p.m.  McDonald’s, located in the Marlton Plaza Shopping Center (by the Food Lion), donates 15% of the profits to our school.  Therefore, all are encouraged to join their friends and family for dinner at McDonald’s.

You can make a difference… Prince George's County Public Schools is seeking highly motivated individuals who have a Bachelor’s Degree to enter our teacher training program.  Are you a high-achieving, caring professional with a bachelor’s degree interested in pursuing a career where you will impact the future?  If so, consider becoming a certified teacher through the Resident Teacher Program of the Prince George’s County Public Schools.  This Alternative Teacher Preparation Program is approved by the Maryland State Department of Education.  There is no cost to you!  Our students would benefit from individuals who have a degree in Spanish or speak Spanish.
Please visit our website to learn more about this dynamic program: residentteacherprogram.org.
We will have Information Sessions on the following dates:
Thursday, October 22, 2009 6:00 PM        Langley Park-McCormick Elementary School
                                                              8201 15th Ave. Hyattsville, Md. 20783
Tuesday, October 27, 2008 6:00 PM         Kenmoor Middle School
                                                              2500 Kenmoor Dr. Landover, Md. 20785
Thursday, October 29, 2008 6:00 PM        James Madison Middle School
                                                              7300 Woodyard Rd. Upper Marlboro, Md. 20772
Individual Pictures – If your child was absent or you are unhappy with their picture, picture retakes are scheduled for November 4.  More information will be available closer to the date.

Counselor’s Corner – Conflict is a normal and natural part of everyday life.  It is how we choose to respond to conflict that can cause trouble.  New to Marlton this year is our Peer Mediation Program. Our staff sponsors are Mrs. Smith (guidance counselor) and Mrs. Antonioli  (PE teacher). Our peer mediators have been taught the skills to help their peers talk about their conflict and use problem solving skills to resolve the issue.  Please let your child know that if they are having a conflict they can refer themselves to mediation. Our program begins in October.

Lost and Found – Already navy blue sweaters, lunch boxes and assorted jackets have been collected in the lost and found.  All outer clothing, lunch boxes and book bags must be labeled with the student’s first and last name.  Please use a permanent marker.  It is easy to return found items when the name is written on the item.  At the end of the first quarter (October 29), all lost and found items will be donated to Good Will.  Please take the time to look through the items that might belong to your child.
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