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	Important Dates
	

	9/22 Donuts for Dad 7:00 -7:45 a.m.
	10/6 Progress Reports released

	9/22 Sally Foster Fundraiser Ends
	10/6 & 7 OLSAT Testing Gr. 3

	9/24 Parent Portal Workshop 
	10/7 PTA Mtg. Reading/Testing Activity 7:00 p.m.

	9/25 School closed – Professional Development
	10/12 State of the System Address 6:30 p.m.

	9/28 School closed – Yom Kippur
	10/16 School closed - MSTA

	9/30 PTA Pot Luck Dinner 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
	11/4 – PICTURE RETAKES


Dear Parents,


Today the students enjoyed a special program from the Blue Sky Puppet Theater entitled Building Bridges. This program encouraged building positive relationships and discouraged bullying.  This is an important message because everyone must learn to respect each other and take responsibility for their actions.  Every day our morning announcements include “words of wisdom.”  These words focus on building positive character traits.  They remind us to follow the golden rule, treat others as you want to be treated.  We are proud to say that the majority of our students work toward making friendships and showing kindness to all.  Our goal is for all students to build bridges and develop positive relationships with their classmates.  

Donuts for Dad – Fathers are invited to join their child for a continental breakfast on Tuesday, 9/22, from 7:00 – 7:45 a.m.  This is a wonderful way to meet your child’s classmates and their fathers, meet the staff and enjoy breakfast with your child.  

Sally Foster Fundraiser - The Fundraiser ends on Tuesday, 9/22.  We hope you have contacted your friends, coworkers and family and invited them to purchase wrapping paper, gift bags, sweet treats, cookies and magazines.  It is our hope that every student will sell at least $20.00 worth of products.  Budget cuts have required schools to purchase reading workbooks, test preparation supplemental materials and other instructional tools. The money is also used for technology (printer cartridges, LCD projector light bulbs).  The profit from the fundraiser will help defray the costs.  Thank you for your participation.

Swine Flu H1N1 – The school system has established a set of procedures for all schools to follow to prevent and/or reduce the occurrence of the H1N1 virus.  Students will review sneezing and coughing covering techniques as well as appropriate disposal of tissues.  Door knobs, sinks and water fountains will be disinfected daily.  A clean hands poster will be affixed next to all sink areas. Hand sanitizer dispensers will be installed in various rooms in the building. An isolation area will be identified for students with flu like symptoms.  Parents of students presenting flu like symptoms will be notified to pick the student up from school and to remain home until the student is fever free for twenty-four hours without the use of fever reducing medication.  We ask that parents also review sneezing/coughing covering techniques and the importance of thorough hand washing.

Parent Portal Workshop –The parent liaisons from our area are sponsoring a workshop, Navigating the Parent Portal, at Arrowhead Elementary School (230 Sansbury Rd, Upper Marlboro, MD on Thursday, 9/24/09, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Once you have mastered the parent portal you can stay current with your child’s progress throughout the school year!  For more information, contact Donna Jackson, parent liaison at Marlton, 301-952-7780.

Progress Reports – The mid-quarter progress report will be distributed on October 6.  It is important to examine your child’s school work and tests regularly.  When there are errors on their papers, help them understand where they made a mistake.  Require your child to make corrections so they can learn from the mistake.  When you receive the progress report, discuss the grades with your child and talk about how to make improvements where necessary.  Contact your child’s teacher to discuss the grades and identify ways to help your child improve.

OLSAT Tests – The third grade students will complete the OLSAT test on 10/6 & 7.  Make sure your child gets to bed early in order to be well rested and eats a healthy breakfast.  On time arrival is important as the test is administered in the morning.

State of the System Address – Dr. William Hite invites parents to join him at Dr. Henry A. Wise High School for his State of the System Address on Monday, 10/12/09, 6:30 p.m. 

Reading/Testing Meeting, Wednesday, Oct 7 – All are invited to this important PTA activity, Reading and Testing Night.  Parents of primary students will learn reading strategies to use when reading with their child.  Parents of students in grades 3 – 6 will learn about the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) and complete activities similar to those on the MSA.  This activity will help you realize how the students’ classwork and weekly chapter tests prepare the students for this assessment.

PTA Pot Luck Dinner – The PTA is sponsoring a Pot Luck Dinner on Wednesday, 9/30/09 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the multipurpose room.  Bring your favorite dish (don’t forget a serving spoon) and enjoy dinner with your neighbors.  You will learn about the PTA, activities planned for the year and committees that you may want to join.  This will be a wonderful opportunity to join the PTA for $7.00 for the year.

Book Fair – Love books?  Volunteer to help at the Fall Book Fair.  The dates are Oct. 19 through Oct. 23.  Days and hours are flexible!  Contact Aricka Hawkins at 301-466-4304 or Kathy Yorkshire at 301-254-1443.  Thanks to those who have already responded with their availability.

Morning Safety – In the August newsletter that was mailed to households, there was information about morning drop-off procedures.  Parents were asked to drive their car to the lower parking lot and discharge their children at the bottom of the steps that lead to the school multipurpose room.  A staff member is on duty at the top of the steps until 7:45 a.m.  When parents stop their car on Old Colony Drive, there are safety concerns. Our neighborhood P.G.Co. police officer has observed this situation and shares our concern for safety.  The police officer has asked parents that have stopped their cars to drive through to the lower parking lot.  The police officer visited the school office and informed us that he will patrol Old Colony Drive in the morning and tickets will be written to those that stop and discharge their children.  Please drive your child to the lower parking lot in order for us to maintain a safe environment.

Lost and Found – Already navy blue sweaters, lunch boxes and assorted jackets have been collected in the lost and found.  All outer clothing, lunch boxes and book bags must be labeled with the student’s first and last name.  Please use a permanent marker.  It is easy to return found items when the name is written on the item.  At the end of the first quarter, all lost and found items will be donated to Good Will.  Please take the time to look through the items that might belong to your child.

Time to Memorize – Please help your child to memorize their PIN.  The cafeteria serving line moves swiftly when the child has the PIN memorized.  Already the majority of our kindergarten students have memorized their PIN!

Counselor’s Corner – Set goals with your child for a successful school year!

1. Explain what a goal is. It’s something your child shoots for-and must work hard to achieve.

2. Give your child a “goal notebook” in which to record his goals, progress and achievements.

3. Select one goal and write it down using this simple formula – I will (do) (what) + (when). For ex. I will spell at least eight of the 10 words correctly on my next spelling test.

4. Make sure the goal is achievable.  Make sure your child has the resources to accomplish their goal.

5. Celebrate success.  Take pictures.  Have a “victory dinner.”  Tell your child, “See what you can accomplish when you try!”

National Book Festival – The Library of Congress, 2009 National Book Festival is scheduled for 9/26/09 from 10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. on the National Mall in Washington DC.  There will be presentations and book signings by more than 70 popular authors including children and teens authors!  More information www.loc.gov.bookfest

Next Newsletter – October 5, 2009

