Marlton Elementary School

8506 Old Colony Drive

Upper Marlboro, MD  20772

www.pgcps.org.pg.k12.md.us/~marlton/

August 2009

Dear Parents,


We have raced through the summer and on Monday, August 24, at 7:30 a.m. our doors will reopen for the 2009-2010 school year.  We hope everyone had an opportunity to reenergize for the upcoming school year!  We will continue our work by focusing on the five core operating beliefs outlined by Dr. William Hite, our superintendent:

1. Children ARE our business – and THEY come first;

2. Parents are our partners; 

3. Victory is in the classroom;

4. Continuous improvement in teaching, leadership and accountability is the key to our success; and

5. EVERY member of this community shares the responsibility for successful schools.

The staff at Marlton Elementary School fully supports Dr. Hite and is well prepared to challenge the students with a strong academic program.


We are proud, once again, to announce that Marlton Elementary School met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) on the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) administered in March 2009. The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) has set a goal of 100% of students performing at the proficient level by 2013-2014. Students in grades three through six scored 86.8% proficient in reading and 82.6% proficient in math. This is an increase in proficiency from last year and we are proud of the students’ achievement.  However, we must always strive to continue to exceed our yearly goals until all students achieve proficiency.   A more thorough examination of each subgroup will take place at the Back to School Night (prekindergarten – grade 6 and CRI) meeting scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, 2009.  In addition to reading and math, MSDE has set an attendance goal of 94%.  Our students’ attendance rate was 95.6%. We attribute the increase to your attention to regular attendance, the efforts of the parent liaison and computerized reminders from the Student Information System. Thank you for your support! 


Our focus for the year is to increase student achievement in reading, mathematics and science.  Fifth and eighth grade students complete an MSA assessment in science.  Our science program integrates reading, math and writing. The majority of instructional time is allotted to these three subjects.  We ask that you partner with us to meet these goals by helping in the following ways:

· Attendance – A well rested student that consistently attends school is ready to actively participate in the instructional program.  On time arrival insures that the student is prepared to focus on instruction at 7:45 a.m.  A tardy student interrupts instruction and the concentration of every student in the class.  Please make sure your child arrives on time.  Regular attendance is important to a child’s success in school and we ask that they attend school unless they are sick with fever, vomiting, diarrhea or other serious ailments.  Upon returning to school, it is imperative that the student brings a signed note explaining the absence.

· Homework – Students will be assigned homework every night, Monday through Friday. With our early dismissal time, there is no excuse for incomplete homework.  Check each homework assignment for accuracy and neatness, quiz your child prior to assessments and sign your child’s agenda book.  Your signature indicates you have reviewed the completed assignments.  Please write a note in the agenda book if your child has had difficulty with the assignment.

· Agenda Book – Students in grades 2 – 6 are asked to purchase the agenda book ($6.00) from school on the first day.  It is the main means of communication about assignments and class activities.  Homework will be written in the book and the teacher will record your child’s daily behavior grade.  We encourage parents to write notes to the teacher about homework difficulties or questions that may arise.  The school calendar and the Parent/Student Handbook are located in the front of the agenda book with information about school policies.  Please send the $6.00 cash in a sealed envelope with the child’s name printed on it.  The prekindergarten, kindergarten and first grade teachers will inform their parents of their communication plan.

· Nightly Reading – It is important that every child reads for 20 minutes every night and completes their reading log.  Talk about the story and ask questions about the plot, characters or setting.  Reading logs will be collected at the end of every month. Daily reading is the best way to increase fluency and vocabulary.

· Weekly Assessments – Help your child prepare for tests by reviewing the information in advance.  Quiz them by having them solve math problems and drill their math facts.  Ask them questions about content and review vocabulary.

Orientation Meeting – Thursday, August 20, 2009 (6:30 to 8:00):  This orientation is for parents and children new to Marlton Elementary (pre K thru Grade 6). New families will be able to join the PTA at the orientation meeting.
School Day Procedures:  Parents are invited to bring their child to the first day of school on Monday, August 24, 2009.  Every day the doors open at 7:30 a.m. and class begins promptly at 7:45 a.m.  The school day ends at 1:55 p.m. Children must be seated in their classroom at 7:45 a.m. in order for instruction to begin on time with no interruptions from late arrivals.  We continue to have a serious problem with tardy arrivals and we ask parents that drive their children to school, to leave home early enough to arrive by 7:30 a.m.  Also, make sure students that walk to school leave at an appropriate time to reach the building by 7:30 a.m. Children arriving by private vehicles must be dropped off in the lower parking lot at the base of the multipurpose room steps.  Children should never be dropped off from a vehicle on Old Colony Drive, South.  We have asked parents for years to adhere to this established drop off plan to eliminate traffic jams in the morning and maintain a safe passage for the children.  However, many cars continue to stop on Old Colony Drive to discharge children.  We ask that every driver be considerate of our request and adhere to our plan.  Students are dismissed at 1:55 p.m.  Vehicles are not allowed in front of the building while the buses are present (approximately 7:25 – 7:50 a.m. and 1:20 – 2:00 p.m.)
Character Education:  The Community of Caring, Character Education Program, will continue to be integrated into our school program.  Each morning, we will discuss the core values of respect, responsibility, family, caring and trust.  Parents are children’s primary moral educators and we will assist you in building a foundation for responsible decision-making and respectful behavior. Our character education kickoff will take place on Wednesday, September 2, at 6:30 p.m. We invite all families to join us for a parade around the school as we introduce our first core value “family.”  Families are asked to make a poster to carry during the parade that celebrates their family. We will display the posters in the hallways after the parade so make sure your child’s name and grade are written on the back of the poster.  Afterwards, families will gather in the multipurpose room for a brief presentation.  Following the presentation families will move to their child’s classroom to meet the teacher and learn about their grade level expectations.

School Uniforms: All students are required to wear their entire school uniform on the first day of school through the last day of school.  Check your child’s uniform throughout the school year.  Often students forget to wear their black belt.  Also, when new school shoes are purchased, all black or all white shoes fulfill the uniform requirement.  Please remind your children to refrain from adding ornamental items or excessive necklaces, bracelets or large earrings.  These items are distractions to learning.

Boys:  white short or long sleeved knit polo shirt (no logo or ornamental colors), navy blue double knee slacks or navy blue pleated shorts, black belt, white or navy blue socks, black or white closed toe and closed heel shoes. (NO cargo pants)

Girls:  White short or long sleeved knit polo shirt (no logo or ornamental colors), navy blue V-neck pleated jumper, two pleat front jumper or zip front drop waist pleated jumper, navy blue slacks, navy blue twill tag shorts or navy blue pleated skort.  Black belt, navy blue or white socks or tights, black or white closed toe and closed heel shoes. (Button up the front blouses or shirts are not part of the uniform.) 

Boys and girls will tuck their shirt tails into the waist of their slacks, shorts or skorts.

A navy blue or white V-neck sweater or cardigan sweater can accompany the uniform.  The shirts and sweaters cannot have any insignias.  The PTA will sell a navy blue pullover sweatshirt with Marlton Elementary embossed on the front.  The pullover sweatshirt may be worn over the white polo shirt. Parents are encouraged to label sweaters and sweatshirts with their child’s name.

Newsletter/School Supplies:  The school supply lists for every grade level are posted in the school window and posted on our website. When you purchase the supplies, consider buying extra items in order to replenish your child’s supplies throughout the year.  Label everything with a black permanent marker.  Sweaters, coats, book bags, pencil cases and lunch boxes can easily be returned to a child when their name is printed on each item.  Children have difficulty identifying their lost items and the lost and found becomes overwhelming. Therefore, lost items will be sent to Goodwill at the end of each quarter.  

Our website address is www.pgcps.org.pg.k12.md.us/~marlton/  Visit it throughout the year to learn more about the school and upcoming events.  Our newsletter is sent home and posted on our school website every other Monday beginning on August 24th.

Student Information System – This telephone communication program will be used to inform you of absences, tardy arrivals and special programs.  Please make sure your home, cell and work telephone numbers are current throughout the year.
Reading Logs – In June, reading logs were distributed to the students.  The children were asked to continue to read every day during the summer and complete the reading log.  Reading logs are due by August 26.  Students that return their reading log and fulfill their requirement will receive a “cool treat.”
Family Portal - School Information System (SIS) Family Portal opened last spring. The Family Portal is the on-line program that allows parents to view important school system data about their child.  The data includes:  student profile, schedule, attendance, grade book, discipline and progress report.  A confidential password is required to access the portal.  You are encouraged to visit the portal often to stay abreast of your child’s grades.  This will empower you to contact the teacher or provide additional assistance if you notice unsatisfactory grades.

Climate Study – Last year, the PGCPS Department of Research and Evaluation conducted a climate survey to determine how students, parents and teachers feel about their school.  Sixth grade students, parents of students in grades 1, 3 and 6, and teachers/paraprofessionals were invited to participate.  The data indicates that the parent participants (59/178) responded with over 90% positive perceptions on the characteristics of effective schools.  You can view the Climate Survey on the PGCPS.org, Marlton school link.  Our staff will examine the climate study in August and identify areas where improvements can be made.

Breakfast/Lunch Information:  School lunches will be available on the first day.  The breakfast program will begin on Tuesday, August 25.  Lunch costs $2.00, breakfast $1.25, and milk $ .50.  A monthly menu will be sent home and can be reviewed by visiting www.pgcps.org/~lunch/webdocs/  Students will use a personal identification number (PIN) to access the meal program.  Students enrolled at Marlton last year will use their same PIN.  Students new to Marlton will be assigned a PIN during the first week of school.  This number must be memorized immediately.  Money should be deposited into the student’s account to prepay for meals.  The computer maintains a declining balance as each meal is purchased.  Parents are encouraged to deposit money regularly into their student’s account. You may also access online prepayment for student lunches (www.paypams.com).  Use your bank debit card, Visa, Discover or MasterCard to pre-pay for your children’s meals.  It takes two days for an online prepayment to get credited into the school system account.  In addition, prepayments may be made to the student’s account by cash, money order or check.  The account allows for prepayment up to $99.99.  All prepayments must be sent to school is a sealed envelope with the following information printed on the outside of the envelope:  student’s name, PIN, homeroom teacher and amount enclosed.  No checks will be accepted after May 3, 2010 due to bookkeeping requirements.  The students who participated in the free and reduced price meals program last year will be eligible during the month of September but must reapply before September 30.  New applications should be completed as soon as possible.

The Prince George’s County School System has established a procedure for students that have lost or forgotten their lunch money.  They will be served a cheese sandwich at no charge.  Therefore, no lunch money will be loaned to students from the office.  Please make sure your child has enough money for lunch every day.
Textbooks:  Textbooks will be assigned to students and distributed during the first week of school. Board policy #6161.1 states, “no pupil may be advanced to a higher grade unless the pupil, in addition to receiving a passing grade, returns these materials to the appropriate personnel, reimburses the school for lost or damaged materials or makes other satisfactory arrangements with the principal.”  In June, textbooks must be returned in a similar condition as when issued, therefore, they needed to be covered promptly.  Brown paper bags work well. 
Transportation:  The transportation office utilizes a computerized bus routing system to manage the transportation of students.  Students will be assigned to a particular bus to and from school.  This will allow the transportation department and the school to have a detailed list of who is riding each bus.  Bus information will be sent to your home from the transportation department.  Students are required to memorize their AM and PM bus numbers.  These numbers should be written on the outside of the student’s book bag to assist them, if necessary.  Please contact the school office immediately if your child’s pick-up and/or drop-off address is different from the home address.
PTA Membership:  The PTA is an important component of our school.  Last year, membership decreased to 90 parent and teacher members.  We encourage every family to become a member of our active PTA, which sponsors many exciting family oriented activities throughout the school year.  The dues are $7.00 per family.  You are encouraged to volunteer in the classroom. We appreciate all that you do in the classroom and with the PTA.  We look forward to working with you this year.  Please consider volunteering and speak to your child’s teacher about your availability.  You may direct your PTA questions to:  marltonpto@yahoo.com

Lunch/Recess Monitors:  The Board of Education has approved the hiring of lunch and recess monitors.  The monitors will maintain appropriate discipline and student safety in the cafeteria and during recess.  The qualifications include a high school diploma or its equivalent acquired at least two years prior to the date of the application. The salary is $8.81 per hour for 2-3 hours per day. We need to fill these positions prior to the opening of the school year.  If you or a neighbor is interested in this position, there are applications available in the school office.
School Improvements – During the summer, the carpet in the media center and lobby was removed and replaced with tile.  Currently there are twelve classrooms with tile floors.  To help the maintenance team, we are searching for tennis balls.  Tennis balls can be placed on the “feet” of the chairs and it will eliminate scuff marks.  Please talk with your neighbors and friends and collect as many tennis balls as possible!  Bring them to school and we will put them to good use.  

     We hope you continue enjoying the summer break.  Encourage your child to read every day and study their math facts.  We look forward to meeting you at the Back to School Night and throughout the year when you are able to visit our school and help support our program.  









Sincerely,









Carol M. Pica









Principal


See reverse side








