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A Parent’s Guide to
Early Entrance
to Prekindergarten




Should you consider Early Entrance to

Prekindergarten for your child?

If you have a child who has demonstrated educational needs warranting early
entrance and you meet the following qualifications, you may consider applying
for early entrance to prekindergarten for your child:
+ Families that meet income guidelines determined by Maryland State

Department of Education/Free and Reduced Meals program

or

+ Families who are homeless
+ Evidence of limited school readiness
Early entrance to Prekindergarten is not a childcare program. Contact the
Childcare Resource Center — Childcare Locate at 301-772-8400 to get information

Who should apply for Early Entrance to

Prekindergarten?

Parents/guardians may request early entrance into prekindergarten, if children turn
four (4) years of age between September 2 and October 15 of the school year for
which they are requesting early entrance. Early entrance into prekindergarten is
for children who are at risk or demonstrate some developmentally delay based on
an early entrance assessment.

How do I apply for Early Entrance to

Prekindergarten?

Families must qualify for the prekindergarten program
before applying for early entrance.

+ Parents/guardians must complete the prekindergarten and early entrance
applications at their boundary elementary school.

+ In order to complete the prekindergarten application, a parent/guardian should
take verification of residency, proof of income and up-to-date shot records to
the boundary elementary school.

+ The parents/guardians should complete both the applications and the parent
checklist. These should be returned to the boundary school.

+ Applications for Early Entrance to Prekindergarten will be accepted March 31
through May 30.

+ The boundary school will keep the prekindergarten registration application and
forward the completed early entrance forms to the Early Childhood Office.

*Late/Incomplete registrations will not be processed.*



Why do children applying for Early Entrance
have to be assessed when other children

entering Prekindergarten do not?

Children who turn 4 on or before September 1 are age-eligible to enter
Prekindergarten. A child whose birth date falls between September 2 and October
15 may be considered for early entrance.

What are assessment procedures?

+ Aqualified examiner will test the child, score the test, and explain the test
results, along with the eligibility decision to the parent or court appointed
guardian.

+ Every early entrance decision is individual to the child applying. There is no
one answer; each child’s strengths and needs will be weighed.

What are the assessment ratings?

In order to qualify for early entrance to prekindergarten your child must score
below average in the following assessment areas:

+ Motor skills

+ Concepts

+ Language




What if my child does not make the
acceptable scores in each of the skill areas

on the assessment?

Parents have 2 weeks from the assessment date to appeal the results.
Appeals must be in writing and sent to:

Department of Curriculum & Instruction

Early Childhood Office
H. Winship Wheatley ECC (Temp #178)

8801 Ritchie Drive
Capitol Heights, MD 20743

Parents/guardians will be notified of the outcome within two weeks of the date
the appeal letter was received.

What happens once my child is enrolled in

Prekindergarten?

A probationary period occurs for any student offered early entrance. The school
will review the child’s progress to determine whether the probationary early
entrance status continues or is terminated. If termination is deemed appropriate
by the School Instructional Team (SIT), parents/guardians will be notified by
October 31.

If my child qualifies for early entrance based
on the assessment, will he/she automatically

be enrolled into a prekindergarten
classroom?

No, children who do not meet the criteria for eligibility and qualify for early
entrance based on the assessment, will be considered for enrollment on a space
available basis only.

If a family is over the income requirement,
can a child whose birthdate £alls between

September 2-October 15 be tested for early
entrance to prekindergarten?

No, families that do not meet the income requirement are not eligible for early
entrance to prekindergarten.



If my child qualifies for early entrance based
on the assessment and is enrolled in a PGCPS
Prekindergarten class, will he/she

automatically be enrolled in kindergarten the
next year despite not meeting the State of
Maryland age requirement?

Students who qualify for prekindergarten based on the early entrance assessment
will be enrolled into kindergarten if deemed appropriate by the School Instructional
Team (SIT). Some early entrance students may need an additional year in the
prekindergarten program as deemed appropriate by the School Instructional Team
(SIT).

Prince George's County Public Schools
Early Childhood Office

(301) 808-2707
www1.pgcps.org/prekindergarten



