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General Eligibility Standards
Enrollment
Students must be officially registered and attending a Prince George’s County Public High School.  Students may represent only the school in which they are enrolled and attending, and at which it is anticipated they will complete their graduation requirements.

Academic Standards
Students must maintain a 2.0 GPA or above with no failing grades to try-out and to participate in Interscholastic Athletics.  Fall academic eligibility for all students is determined by their prior 4th quarter report card.  Winter academic eligibility is determined by the 1st and 2nd quarter report cards.  Spring academic eligibility is determined by the 2nd and 3rd quarter report card.
Residency

A student is eligible to participate in Interscholastic Athletics at the school to which he or she is assigned under Prince George’s County Schools Administrative Procedure 5111.  Schools have boundaries; students residing in those boundaries shall attend that neighborhood high school.  

For the purpose of determining athletic eligibility, students must establish one (1) place of residence. “Residence” is defined as the equivalent of the term “domicile” as applied by the courts of the State of Maryland.  Under no circumstances can a student have more than one residence for eligibility.

Any change in residence must be bona fide.  The home address provided to the registrar and shown on all Interscholastic Athletic forms must be the sole bona fide residence, and the school principal must be notified immediately of any change in residence, since such a move may alter the eligibility status of the student.

Students not attending the school in the area in which they reside are not eligible to participate in Interscholastic Athletics.
Quick Reference Check list for the NCAA Clearinghouse


Register at the end of your Eleventh Grade year www.ncaaclearinghouse.net cost is $50.00 (if you received a waiver for the ACT or SAT you will be able to have this fee waived as well with verification)


Have your Guidance Counselor send a transcript to 


P.O. Box 4043


Iowa City, Iowa 52243-4043


Visit www.ncaaclearinghouse.net for informational purpose or call (317-917-6222)

· Prospective Student Athletes

· Eligibility Rules

· Approved Core Courses

· Recruitment


Meet with your Guidance Counselor – (Senior Contract), ask for school code and compare graduation requirements with core courses requirements (make adjustments if necessary)


Take the ACT and/or SAT several times 
(use the clearinghouse code 9999)


Apply to colleges and know the Division of the school beginning in November.  (Division I, II, or III)


www.ncaa.org -Guide for College-Bound Student Athletes


Complete a Financial Aid Form (check with counselor for dates)

Continue to take the ACT and/or the SAT (if necessary)


Graduate from High School


Have the Guidance Department to mail your final transcript


Follow-up with NCAA (Toll Free number 1-877-262-1492 for the process/status)


Check with the Compliance Coordinator at the College or University for further assistance if needed


YOU ARE A STUDENT ATHLETE – ACADEMICS FIRST
Expectations for Spectator Behavior

·   APPLAUD players for their efforts
·   ACCEPT the decisions of officials
·  
APPRECIATE participants for their commitment
· 
SUPPORT school personnel in conducting an orderly and spirited contest
· 
MAINTAIN composure when breaks seem to go against your team
·  
RESPECT the rights of other spectators
·  
REWARD sportsmanlike behavior through cheering
·  
FOCUS attention on positive aspects of competition
·  
ENCOURAGE players by showing enthusiasm and positive recognition
·   DEMONSTRATE concern for the safety and welfare of athletes
These young men and ladies are students and not professional athletes.  They will make errors in the course of competition, as will game officials and coaches.  However, all participants are trying their best.  Negative criticism and booing will not help them to improve and are unacceptable forms of expression at all events.  You can assist in their development as athletes by focusing attention on the positive aspects of their performance.  Your cooperation is important and is appreciated.
Student Code of Conduct
While participating in interscholastic athletic events students are  
required to follow the Student Code of Conduct.

MPSSAA

Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic Association (MPSSAA) governs athletics in the State of Maryland.  You can find additional information regarding the MPSSAA on the internet at www.mpssaa.org.

Board of Education
R. Owen Johnson, Jr., Chair • Verjeana M. Jacobs, Esq., Vice Chair • Donna Hathaway Beck
Pat J. Fletcher • Heather Iliff • Rosalind A. Johnson • Linda Thornton Thomas •
 Ron L. Watson, Ph.D. • Amber P Waller •Haywood Perry III, Student Member
John E. Deasy, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools and Secretary/Treasurer
Children Come First!
Transfer Policy

All students are expected to attend the school assigned to the address at which the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) resides.  Students must not withdraw from or cease attendance at their assigned schools except upon the receipt of an official letter of transfer approval.  Contextual Learning Environment (CLE) goals may affect transfer decisions.  

A student who transfers from his/her home attendance area school without a bona fide change of residence of the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) may not participate in Interscholastic Athletics for 365 days from the approved transfer date.  

Middle school students who attend middle school outside of their area of residence and who wish to remain in that pattern must apply for a wavier to be eligible for Interscholastic Athletics in high school. 

Middle school students who matriculate to a high school other than the home attendance area school may not participate in Interscholastic Athletics.
All students in high school who try-out for Interscholastic Athletic Teams must complete the Eligibility Checklist prior to participation.  A copy is included in this brochure. 
Age

Students who are 19 years or older as of August 31 are ineligible to participate in interscholastic athletics for the school year ahead.

Years of Participation
Students may participate in interscholastic athletic contests for a maximum of three seasons in any one sport in grades 10, 11, and 12.  Students who participate on an interscholastic team in grade 9 will have a maximum athletic eligibility of four seasons in that sport.


You must be eligible to participate in Interscholastic Athletics.  Please review the following checklist with your parents.   Negative responses will likely mean you may NOT be eligible.  If you have questions, see your coach, athletic director and/or principal.    Return this signed form to your head coach or athletic director before tryouts.

I am officially enrolled in _____________________________ High School.

I received a 2.0 or above with no failing grade during the previous quarter. 

I have changed schools without a corresponding move by my parents or legal guardian or by qualifying for one of the PGCPS exceptions.

I have changed schools (transferred).

I turn 19 prior to September 1, 2007.
I have been recruited to attend this school.

I have had a physical examination on ___/___/____ and have submitted the signed PGCPS approved forms to my coach.

I have returned my signed parental permission form to my coach.

I am using anabolic steroids or other performance enhancing drugs.

I have only played at my current high school.

I reside at the following address ___________________________________
My residence is within the boundaries of _________________High School.

I reside at the aforementioned address with my parent(s) or legal 

guardian.

I agree to notify the coach/school of any change in residence.

**This is only a sample copy.  Your coach must give you an original copy to be completed by you and your parents/guardians and returned to the coach prior to trying-out for and participating in Interscholastic Athletics.
Participation Outside of School 
You may participate in the same sport outside of school during the same sport season as long as the participation does not interfere with your school team’s practice, games, or post-season tournaments. 

Transportation
All team members must travel in approved carriers to and from athletic events.  If approved by the local school principal in advance, a team member may be released to the custody of a parent or legal guardian at the conclusion of an away contest.  Approval must be in written form with a date and signature.  Coaches shall keep the original on file and must provide the athletic director a copy for his/her records. 

Guidelines for Behavior of Coaches and Players During Athletic Events 0410

Students who are ejected from an athletic event will be required to miss the next athletic contest.  Upon the second occurrence, a student will be dismissed for the remainder of the season.

Hazing XE "Hazing" 
Hazing of any nature is prohibited.  Players shall not be subjected to any “initiation rites” whatsoever.  Hazing is degrading to the individual and is counter-productive to the goals of the school system and to the dignity and rights of the individual.  Coaches must counsel team members and ensure that "initiation" or "hazing" incidents do not occur.
Recruitment XE "Recruitment of Athletes"  of Athletes
Each coach XE "Coaches:Recruitment of Athletes"  should encourage students from his/her school and feeder middle schools to participate in the athletic program.  Coaches, booster club members, or other school-affiliated parties are not permitted to contact or recruit students who do not reside in the school attendance area or to encourage them to attend another school.  When a student or parent who does not reside in the school attendance area contacts a coach, the coach must inform that person of the rules and shall not encourage him or her to seek a transfer.  Violation of this rule will result in appropriate personnel action.
Physical Examination and Participation Forms

A student shall be examined and certified to the high school principal as being physically fit to participate in any try out, practice, or contest of a school team.  A licensed physician, certified physicians’ assistant under the supervision of a licensed physician or a certified nurse practitioner, shall perform the examination.  Medical examinations are valid for the period of one year from June 1 to May31of the upcoming school year.  

Parents must complete and return to the coach a Parental Permission Form and a Student Medical Card.

All forms must be signed by the parent/guardian and returned to the school prior to the student participating in try-outs, practice, or an athletic event.

All Star Events 
By State Rule 13A.06.03, individual student-athletes may participate in two (2) All Star games per sport, upon the completion of their eligibility in the sport in which this participation occurs.

Amateur Status
Student-athletes lose amateur status by using athletic ability as players for financial gain or by competing under an assumed name.  Students shall lose amateur status in a particular sport if they sign a professional contract in that sport.  Students who have ceased to be amateurs in a particular sport may not represent a school in interscholastic athletics in that sport.

Awards

In order to qualify for post-season awards, a student athlete must complete the season in good standing and fulfill all team-related obligations.  Each school shall develop its own policy for achievement and distribution of athletic awards.

Graduates
You may not have graduated from high school in a previous semester.
Eligibility Checklist for High School Students


Please read the following statements carefully and provide a response for each statement.
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